Dear ftiil, 4/14/85 

Reur 4/9f ray recollection of Jonn Christian is tliat soreone is allegedly always 
robbing him as he reports it while he is busily eng-aged in robbing anyone else who is 
conweniont. X have ho idea how Rev. Owen could steal Jcai (and Turner’s) book and do 
not see how that is possible. (Turner is no less an accomplished thief.) 

There was a man, Hal Verb, who wa:? very effective in arranging promotions, in- 
cluding of rae, on the Jl'K assassination in the San ■Francisco area. Hal once booked use 
more tlian around the clock. He scheduled a press conference for a half hour before 
my pane landed! Rxcept for that, ■^al arranged it and I did it when 1 got there, without 
any problems. Then, how I do not now' recall, Jonn moved in .and soon replaced lial, and 
I wa not as well booked. When Oswald in New Orleans apixsared (and it was when Jonn 
and “al were ostensibly -working together) and that was after Pocket Nooks broke its 
agreement with arallax and refused to distribute it, Jonn got Parallax to send him 
5,000 copies to use in both sales and promotions. I doubt he used -hio dozen in 
promotions and I know he sold some and there never was a cent forthcpming. Then I hoard 
that he liad several thousand stored in the bas^ent of t e appartment house in v/liich 
he lited and I asked for them. He refused -to send them without prepayment of the 
shipping costs, and when he got the guarantee on that he fell silent. It is not only 
that he stole them, not only that I could have sold them, it is tliat people who 
wanted them did not and could not got them. 

When you say that you are trying to decide where in :/our house you'll locate 
a woods-tove I -visualize an old house with raanychimneys or a new one without any. If 
you have an old house I strongly urge tliat you have a professional evaluation of your 
c hi mn eys to be certain that they are safe. Some old houses had chimneys with no 
liners, ;>o-:ietimes mortar deteriorates, etc. V/hen I say professional I mean really 
experienced, liany laymen are, as are chimney sweeps. Some fire departments will do 
this, find when you are using woods as a fuel, you should have the chimney cleaned 
evert year, during the off season, when tiie riites are lower. ($55-5C^ here). 

It would probably be a good idea to seek advice on -where to locate a stove, 
and that raay indicate the kind of stove to get. Wall interfere with the flow of warn 
air . I aia fortunate that we liave an open house, but I still use -two lov;— veloci-ty fans 
and am thinking of a tliird. Jerry's house also is fairly open, but he's added a deling 
small low velocity fan, to force air Jnto the next room. These are srn«1 1 and effecient. 
I have a cefeling fan tliat is really a cooling fan, the old-fashioned kind that blov;s 
air downward. I use it on lowest speed for ;jinter, higliest for summer. The downward 
flow in the winter is then directed away from the stove by the blovjer on the stove. 

But do consider -the vjalls that can interfere with movement of warn air. It will go 
upstrais viithout help. 

I-Iodom stoves are more effecient and many makes and s-tyles are available. If 
you have anyone at the university t^ho is informed I'd ask and locirn what i.-s boot suited 
to your needs, ^then-dse you'll have to depend on the honesty of dealers or if you 
are lucky, as I v;as, informed friends. But if I were making an installation for the first 
time now it would be different, fine a stove as have an;l w-ell as it works. I did 
not know then what iaiow noi-?. I'm wa-ting a fair amount of heat in the chimney vdth 
an insert when the hearth is large enough to accomodate a free-standing stove from 
which I'd lose none of the convection. 

Be aware that those who fell -trees ailso aie crooks, so get written estimates 
from more tlian one. Get it to include the estimated hours and if as happened here 
it takes less, don't pay for more than the time it takes. I got ripiied off by half 
because I vjas not foresi^dited under the identical circumstances, trees close to 
•the house timt had to be topi^ed. Include also briish disposition if you do not want 
tp use it, as for animal shelters, as 1 did. But some branches are quite good and 



having them saves the woric and vfaste of splittiiu; larger pieces for the necessary 
r.mpl 1 -rfood for a fast or hot fire. Example! the local utility, without advance warning, 
which would have enabled me to see for lutaber the trees they removed, Ciuae here and 
asked for iranediate apprival because the hired crew (Asplundh) was within t^vo dajis of 
gettin{' here. I asked for all branches 2" or more to be sawed to length. Vfhere I 
could see it they did, w^iere I couldn’t they didn’t, and when I distjovored this I 
complained. I also had other complaints, so the line official of the utility came, 
agreed with me, saw other tilings that should have been done and didn't, and came 
with the crew ehen it returned. I got a full large pickup load of useful wood tliat 
had been hidden under brush. (He also seedwhsra the trees were removed and reiaoved a 
tree that had been ignored vfhen it was a danger to uninterrupted service.) I got 
about WA of next year's wood that had been diseardeda tod left to become jih nuisance. 

You ouirht know what stove you’ll be usjjig before the wood is cut to length. You 
miy select a stove for which it ought not be linger than 16 18” and if it is cut to 
20-24" you'll have a problem and work. (Tjje sap is up now anyifay, so you hiive time.) 

Stright branches or smnn fircfood ought also be used as skids on which to stack 
the forewood after it is cut. Do not let it rest directly on the earth. It will 
damp and attractive to bugs. Mice will hide in it anyway, but it vdJLl discourage some 
if off the ground. Two inches is ample heigjxt, just so the forewood does not rest on 
the ground. If you've never stacked any, let me knoe emd i'll make a few suggestions, 
ft is a good idea to cover the tapt to keep rain off the top. Keep the sides open for 
drying. 

Jerry's address is 5439 Slioolasto^ea Hoad. I phoned and his wife told me he is 
mowing the grass today. He's been rather busy at school, so busy tliat I've seen vercy 
little of him. I asked tliat he phono '.ihen he gets in the liouse and I'ii let you know. . 

Back to the firewood! save several straight branches of hardwood about 2" in 
diameter about 15” Tiling to use as "glutd," as they were known around here. 

Use them as large wedges. Sharpen one end to a wedge shape and make a square cut on 
the other and i-rrap a few turns of steel vfire around the squared end and twist it so 
the viira viill not give. It works like a steel band around am old woodert-headed maul 
or ledge hammer, keeping the wood from spreading. Oak probably won't last as long eis 
other woods. Dogi-iood has the best reputation. I'm using a sassafras about five years 
old, .nd about shot and two made,' of all things, of privet, the pjints of those neat 
liedges tliat will grow like a tree if.-untrimmed and given space. We had one lii^er 
than the house. It was struck by lightening so when ^ noted how hard £uad heavy the 
wood is I saved a couple of the ±Sir straighter piece. I've saved a couple of lengths 
of MSS bush honeysuckle to try hecause it also is very dense. If you' find that the 
wedges do not force the wood apart, use a glut or two of the© after the split has 
been started id-th the wedges. If you do not have a splitting maul, I recoraoend one, 
and e:iamine the handle id.th care. Ash is best. It is better than an ax for splitting 
most wood and you just tim it over instead of reaching for a sledge hammer . 

Wiien I'm splittiJig, and I'm now very inefficient at it because I must sit most 
of the time (and use a 31b en^^eer's hammer instead of a sladge), I like a portable 
radio. I tune to tlie all-news station in Wasliington. You ouglit be able to do tliat with 
WEEL, which usied to be all— news. 

If the wood has been sectioned well it often s;ives effort to put one piece on 
top of another, using the bottom piece as a chopping block, so to speak, tod if you'll 
have much to trim in the brandies, having a wide and longer cut for a chopping block 
is a good idea. 1 have two at different ends of the wood stack, eadi 24" or more. 

Safer that using tiTO for chopping brandies because the top one can's sld.d or move 
if it is all one piece. Ode vnJLl not take contact with the ground well, so put a couple 
of bricks unde." it. If you have any locust, tliat endures VBxy well. Used for fence 
posts, etc. After 5 or more years my locust block shows no rot at all. 



I hop<i tliat reading at least sorae o±' tlioso papers was gratifying! 

I think it more lik.iljr thjxt the stonewalling op the fee-waiver is first, SOP, 
so they can run their statistics up wliilo vrearing you doim, and in p.art motivated by 
a desire to cook up what can enable them to get awfiy vrith rejecting a le^^t request. 

I think it is likely that b^^sed on prior experience Jim ifill recommend going after the 
fee wadver in court first and keeping tidngs as simple as possible. 

Kxcuse the typos. I'm baby-sitting my 9b-ye!ir-old mother-in-law so I'm not going 
to try to cori'ect the erros that by novi you should read alinsot at sight becuse I 
repeat them. 
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